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Financing of the PhD
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Financing of the PhD: Overview

➢ Individual framework

➢Check list

➢Employment at a university

➢Scholarship

➢External PhD

➢Self-financing/loan

➢Support for stays abroad
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Financing of the PhD: Individual framework

➢Before entering the PhD-phase, it is important to 
take the corresponding frameworks as well as
both the individual requirements and individual 
needs into consideration. 

➢Good framework conditions are essential for 
both a successful doctoral period and 
completion of the PhD.

➢Does the type of funding or the PhD position
suit me?
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Financing of the PhD: Check list

➢The following framework conditions are to be evaluated and taken into consideration individually:

• Length of the contract period (e.g. duration of a project)

• Level of income

• Free choice of topic

• Contact/Exchange with doctoral supervisor

• Duration of activity of doctoral supervisor

• Activities that occur "on the side" (e.g. research and teaching activities)

• Amount of time required and made available for the doctorate

• Access to necessary (technical) resources, information and access to the university network

• Availability of research data or effort required for data collection

• Gathering further experience (e.g. own teaching, participation in congresses, applications for third-party 
funding, publications)

• …



www.tu-chemnitz.de5Chemnitz ∙ January 2023

Financing of the PhD: Employment at a university

➢ Internal doctorate

• Employment as a research assistant at a professorship via project 
or budget positions

• Dissertation is being written besides research, teaching and 
administrative activities

➢Job vacancies

• TU Chemnitz

• academics

• Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)

• EURAXESS

• GERiT 

• Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD)

• Hochschulkompass
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https://www.tu-chemnitz.de/tu/stellen.html
https://www.academics.de/
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/research_careers/during_doctorates/index.html
https://www.euraxess.de/germany/jobs-funding
https://www.gerit.org/en/
https://www2.daad.de/deutschland/promotion/phd/en/13306-phdgermany-database/
https://www.hochschulkompass.de/en/study-in-germany.html
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Financing of the PhD: Scholarship

➢ Individual funding

• Funding period of usually 3 years

• Maximum rate usually corresponds to the net salary of half an academic staff position

• Additional non-material support (e.g. seminars, activities in the university group, (alumni) networks, trusted 
lecturers)

➢Project-related funding or research grants 

• Research trips, conference visits, material resources, etc. 

➢Substantial information on scholarships can be found on the following homepages:

• Stipendienübersicht TU Chemnitz

• Promotionsstipendium academics

• Stipendiensuche myStipendium

https://www.tu-chemnitz.de/career-service/students/hilfreiches.php#stipendien
https://www.academics.de/ratgeber/promotionsstipendium-doktorandenstipendium
https://www.mystipendium.de/
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Financing of the PhD: External promotion

➢Employment either in a company or in a research institution for a special project

➢Academic supervision and doctoral studies at the university

➢Practice-oriented doctorate

➢Finding a topic requires negotiating skills (The topic of the PhD has to be both scientifically
interesting for the university and economically significant for the company)
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Financing of the PhD: Self-financing/loan

➢Funding e.g. through a job remote from research or support from the family

➢PhD loan:

• Funding by a PhD loan

• z. B. KfW-Studienkredit: monthly support up to 650 euro

Photo: Steve Conrad

https://www.kfw.de/inlandsfoerderung/Privatpersonen/Studieren-Qualifizieren/F%C3%B6rderprodukte/KfW-Studienkredit-(174)/
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Financing the PhD: Going abroad

➢Scholarships for PhD students:

• International Office

• Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD)

Contact: 

International Office (IUZ)

E-Mail: iuz@tu-chemnitz.de

Phone number: +49 371 531-13500 

Homepage of the IUZ
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https://www.tu-chemnitz.de/international/incoming/stipendien/index.php.en
https://www2.daad.de/ausland/studieren/stipendium/de/70-stipendien-finden-und-bewerben/
mailto:iuz@tu-chemnitz.de
http://www.tu-chemnitz.de/international
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Financing of the PhD: Questions?

In case you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us!

Centre for Young Scientists

Straße der Nationen 62, Raum A10.184.6

09111 Chemnitz

E-Mail: zfwn@tu-chemnitz.de

Phone number: +49 371 531-39922 

Homepage of the ZfwN

Graphic: ZfwN; TU Chemnitz

mailto:zfwn@tu-chemnitz.de
http://www.tu-chemnitz.de/zfwn/

