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1.2 Meanings of “global” (cf. Schmied 2018)

= macro-level, holistic, a bird’s eye view (in contrast to “local”)

= world-wide, similar discipline-specific conventions

= applies to several genres,
e.g. (research) articles, funding applications, conference abstracts

can be compared (Schmied 2011) on a similar, sound empirical basis
e.g. TOKEN 2023: German, Italian, Czech
national disciplinary traditions? - converging conventions?
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macro- meso- micro-level
chapter/section          paragraph     sentence

writing as a process:
planning – writing/drafting – editing

“Don’t hand in your first draft!”
time 20% 50% 30%

writing as a result (e.g. BA/MA/PhD thesis of 40+/60+/200+ pages):

introduction – main body – conclusion
length 20% 60% 20%

1.3 Levels in writing
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in academic writing nobody is native!
even more: 
native conventions may not be functional and 

thus may be “expanded”, sub-rules “neglected”, “simplified”, 
etc. without risking comprehensibility 
(e.g. relative constructions, articles)

“academic” = research-based 
at least at “novice”/university level (C1?, MA?)

NOT argumentative essay writing in practical language teaching/learning,
as in ICLE=International Corpus of Learner English

1.4 “Non-native” “academic” writing
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1.5 Three levels of Academic (career) Writing / EAP functions

Student EAP: "digesting" researchStudent EAP: digestingg  researchg gg
incl. independent search for appropriate information, its critical evaluation incl. indeincl. indep
and media

pp
ia
p

-
dent search for appropendent search for approndndpenpen

a
p

-
pp

specific presentationand mediand mediiaiaaa pecipecificspspss
prototype genre: 

presepresentaific ific
:: “paper” 

ententa
” (1

tata
(1(1-

ononooatioatioaa
1111-5,000 words)prototype genre

BA/MA thesis? 
papepe: p

? ?? (20
ape
00-

r  ((111 5,5erpe
00-30,000 

00 word,005,
0 0 words

dsword
dsds)

Doctoral l EAP:: "developing" researchDoctoral E
national?national?
incl. a longng-gg-term independent research agenda and presentation of result incl. a lonincl a lonngnggg- erm independent researchetgg p
of a sophisticated innovative project of a sophisof a sophiisstic
with subject

ststic
ctct-

ted innovative project ted innovative projectatatticaticaticatic
tt-specific conventions (MLA, ASA/APA)with subjecctt pecific conventiosps

prototype genre: PhD thesis 
ons (MLA, ntio

s s (100,000
LA, 

0000-
ASA/APAAA, 

- words?)

Research EAP: participating in research discourseResearch EAP
international internation
incl. peer

ion
erer-

al aon
rr-review procedures and the corresponding discourse incl. peeerr r

with subject
evier
ctctctc -

ew procedureevi
- and journal

dure
aa -

s and the correspondeure
ll-specific conventions with subjecct and journaaa al pecific conventsps

prototype genre: research article (5,000
ent

0000-
ons ioent

00-20,000 words)
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2. Concepts
2.1 Definitions of academic writing
Academic Writing, an old and a new fieldAcademic Writing, an old and a new field
Rhetoric = traditional “art” of “persuasion”, convincing presentation for an Rhetoric = traditionRhetoric = traditional
audience/readership 

alal
p p --

rt  of persuasion , cort of persuasion coarar 
--> figures of speech …audience/readershaudience/readersh

New Rhetoric = New Rhetoric  
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) vs. English for Specific Purposes (ESPSP) etctc.
Academic Writing, a theoretical and a practical fieldAcademic Writing, a theoretical and a practical field
every writer needs to be aware of conventions from seminar paper to every writer needs to be aware of conventions fy
international journal publication to Humboldt (

from ns f
((AvH

seminar papom 
HH) application

new theoretical basis: from Swales to Hylandnew theoretical basis: from Swales to Hyland
= initiation into the culture and practices of various ‘discourse communities’ = initiation into th= initiation into th
(Swales 1990). 

From a social constructionist point of view, From a social constructionist point of vie
‘writing is always a personal and socio

f vie
io-

w, ewvie
o-cultural act of identity whereby writers writing is always a personal and sociwriting is always a personal and sociioiooo- ultural act of identity whereby writers ulturacucuccg y p y y

both signal their membership in a range of communities, as well as express their both signal their membership in a ranboth signal their membership in a ranng p
own creative presence’ (Hyland 2006: 

of commuof communge ngege
: :
g
35; etc.). 
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2.2 Teaching Methodology and Theories 

methodology to empower students to compare their own writing with 
similar texts (genres) in their discourse community world-wide at advanced 
English levels when editing their own writings and considering their personal 
stance and identity as research novices (Hyland 2002, 2012).
compare linguistic and sociobiographical/textual variables

students with other students, 
progress from BA to MA to PhD theses, 1st draft to final theses, etc.

theoretical concepts
inductive learning = students discover usage patterns
consciousness-raising = students may have noticed intuitively
systematic functional instruction = form follows function
integrated explicit instruction = discovery reading-->examples-->function?
based on practical project discussions of our research group with international 
partners in SE Europe, Czech Rep., Cameroon, China; Germany/Czech Rep./Italy
general trend: included in MA (PhD) courses world-wide (e.g. Chemnitz)
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2.3 Focus

o metadiscourse =
linguistic devices that assist writers to organize propositions 
and present them in a way that will be easily understood by readers 

Types of reader-writer interaction (Hyland 2005: 177)

o “global rhetorical structures” and 
argumentation consistency in headers (title, sections), keywords, etc.
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2.4 (Academic) Metadiscourse, Metalanguage

= language about language/discourse, i.e. 
information management/reader guidance beyond the plain proposition
o academic writing in advanced language/lingua franca (ELF, Mauranen 2012)
o textbooks for teaching: 

international (Swales/Feak2012) and national (Siepmann et al. 2011, 
Hannay/Mackenzie2017)

fields of study:
• “global text management”, argumentation structure (see Schmied 2018)

IMRaD -> paragraphing -> cohesion (thus, conclude)
• “local” text management”,

text cohesion --> cognitive coherence (first, then)
• writer - reader “interaction”, incl. address (you, we)
• writer commitment to the truth value/reliability … 

esp. hedging, (epistemic) modal aux/adv. (see also Gao 2012)
(… may contribute, may be correct, … arguably)

• occasionally boosting (certainly, in fact)
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2.5 Scientific discourse in the communities

100/30

Figure from Pérez-Llantada (2012)

(on dissemination platforms see Schmied, J. 2021). 

background concepts global organisation consistency conclusion

JournalArticle
Modena
29/11/22

(1) Genres are recognizable communicative events, characterized by a set of communicative
purposes identified and mutually understood by members of the professional or academic
community in which they regularly occur.

(2) Genres are highly structured and conventionalised constructs, with constraints on
allowable contributions not only in terms of the intentions one would like to give
expression to and the shape they often take, but also in terms of the lexico-grammatical
resources one can employ to give discoursal values to such formal features.

(3) Established members of a particular professional community will have a much greater
knowledge and understanding of the use and exploitation of genres than those who are
apprentices, new members or outsiders.

(4) Although genres are viewed as conventionalised constructs, expert members of the
disciplinary and professional communities often exploit generic resources to express not
only ‘private’ but also organizational intentions within the constructs of ‘socially
recognized communicative purposes’.

(5) Genres are reflections of disciplinary and organizational cultures, and in that sense, they
focus on social actions embedded within disciplinary, professional and other institutional
practices.

(6) All disciplinary and professional genres have integrity of their own, which is often
identified with reference to a combination of textual, discursive and contextual factors.
(Bhatia 2004: 23)

2.6 Def. Genre Approach
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2.7 Genres in academic discourses

research "output"
research article
book reviews
project proposals
conference presentations

science "journalism"
popular science articles
popular blogs (David Crystal)
popular science films (Horizon)
popular science books
science slam

instructional disc./e-learning
ppt presentations

lectures
student presentations

textbooks
Wikis
www pages (HTML, php)

student "literacy"
fieldwork notes, reports
essays / term papers
MA/BA/PhD thesis
seminar presentations, disc.

"Novice Academic English"

discipline-specific
culture-specific

author-specific
culture-specific
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2.8 Prototype approach to genres in academic writing
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3. Global argumentative organisation structure
3.1 IMRAD =

144/30

spreading from natural sciences into social sciences, humanities, arts ?
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3.1 AIMAC = revised IMRAD structure with (meta-)discourse indicators
to indicate consistency of headlines and text (Schmied 2015)

155/30

structure substructure key lexemes/phrases
(tactical alternative) (as indicators)

A = abstract keywords in context focus, discuss, approach
I = issue new not enough research yet

relevant important, academic discourse, practical 
application

focussed concentrate, emphasise, purpose 
M = methodology previous research, i.e. lit. review incl. 

evaluation
concept developed, review, refer to, 
proceed to, claim

hypotheses possible? research question
data base corpus, data collection
tests/procedure calculate

A = analysis examples as evidence illustrate, show, prove
statistical tables as summaries table, figure, diagram, graph, bar
significance to generalise significant, chi2

C = conclusion summary in conclusion, finally/at last, we have 
shown, discussed above

interpretation this proves that
contextualisation in a wider perspective, apply
limitations more data, beyond the scope
outlook further research is necessary, predict, 

dissemination/application of results 

background concepts global organisation consistency conclusion
JournalArticle

Modena
29/11/22 background concepts global organisation consistency conclusion

3.2 IMRaD application: 
BA thesis

166/30

IMRaD structures can be found/used in 
many academic genres (as a starting 
point for global text structures)
BUT 
• it is most suited for small empirical 

case studies and
• here it serves only as a (frequent) 

example of global structure
HERE the emphasis is
• community-specific journal texts 

must be analysed and tried out by 
novices wishing to enter the 
community  
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3.2 IMRaD application: BA thesis non-IMRaD

177/30

2. Theoretical background
2.1. Definition of the key concept 
migration
2.2. Types of migration
2.3. Theories explaining migration
2.3.1. Ravenstein’s Migration theory 
2.3.2. Lee’s Migration Theory: Push 
and Pull Factors 
3. Case study: Polish migration to 
the UK
3.1. Behaviour
3.2. Motivation etc.
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3.2 IMRaD application: Funding Application
---> appearance + substance + persuasiveness

explicit title: subtitlep
(executive summary?) ( y )
1. (national) context, personal motivation?( )
2. Previous work

2.1. . pre(e(e(liminaryryry) studiesp ( y)
2.2. Literature analysis y

3. Methodology3. Meth
3.1. 

hodologyeth
. Data collection3.1. 

3.2. 
ata collectiona. Da

. Research questions/hypotheses3.2. esearch questioRe
3.3. Processes/tests/

4. (expected) results( p )
5. Applicationspp
Appendix: Appen
? time

pen
meme-

dix: den
ee-frame/Gantt chart: : milestones with deliverableses!? timmee amraf

? budget? budget
? draft questionnaire
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3.3 Examples of RA paradigms
non-native writers
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3.3 Examples of RA paradigms
non-native writers
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3.3 Examples of RA paradigms
non-native writers: compromise? through specific subtitles?

1. Introduction: digitalisation & globalisation
2. Methodology

1. Data Collection: university repositories / CLARIN
2. Data Processing: problem-specific tagging, antconc

3. Analysis
1. Correlations: RQs/RHs? (independent variables: age, gender, subject, etc.)
2. Results: pattern-adoption through (sub-) disciplines

4. Conclusion
1. Context: discourse community vs. identity?
2. Limitations: case study
3. Further Studies: more culture-specific case studies
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3.4 RA paradigms non-native writers: exercises*
mark each sentence according to extended d d IMRaDDD/IMAC structures
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*all from 
(open) 
student 
accessible 
journals!
receptive & 
productive!
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3.4 RA paradigms non-native writers: exercises
discuss also the choice of keywords and title!
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4. Structural consistency & coherence

4.1 Global/Macro-level consistency

4.1.1 Title, abstract, key words
must be consistent in themselves and the complete text

4.1.2 Research Questions/Hypotheses 
must be developed at the beginning and taken up again 
consistently at the end 

4.1.3 All literature references (NOT “bibliography”!)
must be developed as necessary in the text 
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4.2 Cohesion to help finding coherence 

4.2.1 Explicit cohesive devices in non-native writing
formal: 

conjunctions: butut,t,t whilej
adverbs: 

,
first

,
rstrstst,

,
tt,t thenenen,nn, finally

functional:
sentence adverbials, e.g. clausese-e-initial adverb  **lyyly,

function prototype elaborate
additive 

p
and in addition

adversative/contrastive but “unfortunately”/
sequential/temporal then

y
subsequentlyq

causal because
q

since
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4.2.2 Adjuncts in the Nordic Journal of English Studies
ClauseLink KE01h KE02h TZ01h TZ02h CMall16 UK01h mean22
aaduncts
firstly 4 1 1.5
secondly 4 4 3 1 1.3
on the one hand 1.0
on the other hand 1 1.5
finally 6 1 2.4
lastly 1 4.0
also 60 38 10 16 14 7 27.0
furthermore 2 2 2.0
however 68 22 14 10 7 9 11.8
moreover 3 4.0
similarly 2 2.0
nevertheless 4 2 2 1 2.0
though 2 8 4 4.7
yet 4 2 2 3.0
anyway 2.0
otherwise 2 2 2 1 1 5.8
accordingly 2 2.6
consequently 3 2.4
therefore 2 22 2 8 6 1 12.9
thus 38 4 8 4 1 6.6
sum adjuncts 188 90 40 54 41 21 66.7
sum conjuncts+adjuncts 314 148 198 112 84 57 134.5
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Academic English is an accessible and useful topic for research novicesAcademic English is an accessible anA
global metadiscourse conventions can be learnt easily and inductively
• junior writers, MA/PhD students become aware of reader - writer interaction –

and can use this in their own thesis writing …
• through explorative investigation of model texts they find their own stance 

between personal identity and disciplinary conventions 
issues:
• Can a global, analysis-based perspective help non-native-speakers?

- objective – subjective?
- frequency + attitudes?!

• Are conventions becoming more and more similar because of Anglo-American 
dominance (gate keepers and guidebook publications)?

• Can we establish an academic lingua franca norm on a functional basis? –
even against Anglo-American traditions?

• How much culture-specific divergence do we accept in research English?
• Which features do we want to reduce (redundancy) or increase (explicitness)?
Remember there are no native speakers/writers of Academic English!

5. Conclusion
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