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PRO-EUROPEAN OR NOT? 
In spite of the latest financial matters driven by the strongest EU 
countries, I still have a pro European attitude. 
Italy is not such a big country and, given the current economic slump, 
not being an EU member state would mean to face alone the 
monetary speculation. 
An Italian proverb says: “Union is strength” and, in my opinion, this is 
valid for the European context, and that’s why it would 

be advisable if the EU countries started discussing the possibility 
of creation of the so called “United states of Europe”, meaning 
one single economic and political Europe, where all citizens have 
equal rights, duties and respect each other. 
In my paper I reported some information about the rules that 
regulate the rights of residence and study but, even if we have 
the laws, it’s only up to us to feel real European citizens and 
proud of being so. 
We have great expectation and hope for the future, and all 

together we can overcome this hard time.  

Anna Mara Barbieri 



MAKING THE EUROPE OF THE CITIZENS 
Like Mara, I also believe that the European unification is 
positive and necessary to ensure a peaceful living and 
constructive relationships among countries that struggled 
for such a long time. 
As a matter of fact, the European unification realized up to 
now is not sufficient, because it’s an economic unification, 
not a political one, and the real decision-making power is 
more in the hands of the financial organizations than in 
those of the representatives of the political institutions 

elected by the citizens.  
 

Valda Busani 

As regards giving more power to the citizens, the Lisbon Treaty 
introduces a new instrument for the people’s participation to the 
political resolutions of the European Union: the so called “citizens’ 
initiative”. 

 



A “citizens’ initiative” can be promoted in every field where the 
European Commission has the power to legislate, such as 
environment, agriculture, transport and public health. 
The promoters of the initiative must be at least 7 European 
citizens being resident in at least 7 different member States, 
and they must collect at least 1 million signatures within 1 year. 

Valda Busani 

The Commission is obliged to examine the initiative within 3 
months and decide what to do.  The initiatives can be 
launched from the 1st of April 2012. This web site explains 
how to exercise this right, and it allows to launch an initiative: 
http://ec.europa.eu/citizensinitiative/public/basic-facts  

MAKING THE EUROPE OF THE CITIZENS 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizensinitiative/public/basic-facts


SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
The issue of sustainable development has been key to 
many EU policies since 1997. 
Sustainable Development stands for meeting the needs 
of presents generations without jeopardizing the ability of 
futures generations to meet their own needs – in other 
words, a better quality of life for everyone. It offers a 
vision of progress that integrates immediate and longer-
term objectives, local and global action and considers 
social, economic and environmental issues as 
inseparable and interdependent components of the 
human progress. 
 

Anna Vecchi 

Nevertheless, sustainable development will not be brought about by 
policies only: it must be taken up by society at large as a principle 
guiding the choices each citizen makes every day, as well as the big 
political and economic decisions, but this requires profound changes in 
thinking, in economic and social structures and in consumption and 
production patterns. 

 



FOOD AND NUTRITION 



THE EU AND FOOD SAFETY 
The free circulation of safe and healthy food is a 
fundamental  aspect in the community’s policies, and it 
contributes to health and well-being of the EU citizens as 
well as to their social and economic interest.  
The member states carry out official examinations 
periodically on the animal conditions, fodder and the 
companies operating in this field,  

Franco Cilloni 

 

 

so that the products sent to another member state are checked 
with the same accuracy of those addressed to the domestic 
market. 
Despite this, there are remarkable differences as for concepts, 
principles and procedures in the legislation of the member states 
about food. 



MASTER COGH 
 



Some recipes we tried… 
Potica  
1 and 1/2 teaspoons active dry yeast 
1/4 cup white sugar 
1/4 cup milk, lukewarm 
1 cup butter, softened 
6 egg yolks 
1 and 1/3 cups milk 
5 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup butter, melted 
1 cup honey 
1 and 1/2 cups raisins 
1 and 1/2 cups chopped walnuts 
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 

Pudding aux fromage et 
framboises  
8 jelly sheets 
1 vanilla bean 
125ml cream 
75gr sugar 
500gr white cheese  
125g raspberries  
2 lemons (juice) 

Vanilkove 
rohlicky 
1 kg flour 00 
640g butter 
400g dried coconut 
240g icing sugar 
8 eggs  
a bit of vanilla 
sugar 

What we 
were 
supposed to 
get… 

…and what 
we got! 

http://it.bing.com/images/search?q=bandiera+slovenia&view=detail&id=D65AE88320601F510623B2ACA6F0A49D69DF1552&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://allrecipes.com/recipe/potica/photo-gallery.aspx
http://it.bing.com/images/search?q=bandiera+belgio&view=detail&id=94C41219E34C0A5E0AEDC95D749A62FE686FEF56&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://it.bing.com/images/search?q=bandiera+rep+ceca&view=detail&id=B98EFBE5AF961F574631F874D7D2C75C7250FA32&first=0


INTERGENERATIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS 



THE FAMILY (R)EVOLUTION 
In modern times we cannot talk about the 
concept of family by defining it in terms of 
stability and absoluteness, because it’s a 
complex and constantly evolving 
phenomenon indeed. 
The patriarchal family, that was founded on 
the marriage and a large offspring, was big, 
it used to foresee the cohabitation with the 
grandparents and other 

Giorgio Ferrari, Luigi Guidotti, Graziella Mattioli 

relatives, the roles of men and women were rigidly 
defined, and the emotional and affective factors used 
to have a role of minor importance. 



THE FAMILY (R)EVOLUTION 

On the contrary, the contemporary family is 
characterized by less clear-cut boundaries, the 
importance and the role of the patriarch 
changed, but some kind of multigenerational 
features have remained thank to the co-
operational link among the generations. 
The demographic changes, especially low birth- 
and death- rates, have contributed to the 
emerging of new family patterns. 

Giorgio Ferrari, Luigi Guidotti, Graziella Mattioli 

Concluding, even if the family has become nuclear, because the 
various generations no longer live under the same roof, it can 
still be defined as “multigenerational”. 



BEING FRIENDS AT FACEBOOK TIME 

After the workshop with the students 
of our local High School, we 
investigated the topic of friendship. 
The social gathering is a strong need 
for our species, a real necessity, and 
friendship is one of the best and 
deepest expressions of it. 
The word “friendship” doesn’t have a 
single and unambiguous meaning in 
the modern common language, 
because it can be used 

Amneris Arbizzani, Liliana Bondi, Ilde Castellani 

to describe a business partner, a nice person, a neighbour, a colleague, someone we know, and 
more in general all those who are close to us, but in reality by “genuine  friendship” we mean our 
personal friend, someone we have known since a long time and with whom we have a  relationship 
characterized by mutual affection, support and understanding. 



BEING FRIENDS AT FACEBOOK TIME 

All said, this way of considering and appreciating the 
real friendship doesn’t seem to have changed. On the 
contrary, the context where we live has changed very 
much thank to the media and the technologic 
development.  

Amneris Arbizzani, Liliana Bondi, Ilde Castellani 

 
But in the end the social networks work similarly to a 
phone book that contains the names of the real friends 
as well as those of the avoidable and unavoidable 
relatives or people we have just met once. 
In conclusion, if we want to find a buddy,  “It’s not 
Facebook or Twitter the problem, it’s the way we use 
them: that’s the problem”. 



SLOVENIA 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ITALY 
AND SLOVENIA 

The first partner country we focused on is 
Slovenia, one of our neighbours, and in 
particular on the cross-boundary relationship. 
On the one hand, this is unfortunately a 
troubled history of reciprocal oppression, but 
on the other hand, it brings to light moments 
of mutual help and collaboration between the 
two nations. 
With the decline of the Habsburg Empire, the 
western part of Slovenia 

Domenico Barbieri 

was yielded to the Kingdom of Italy. So it came that the Italy englobed lands 
inhabited by people of Italian origin in the coastal areas, and people of Croatian 
and Slovenian origin in the interior villages. This mixture of ethnic group fuelled 
nationalist feelings, so on Jul. 13th 1920 in Trieste some members of a Fascist 
squad set fire to the so called Narodni Dom, the most important modern cultural 
center of the city’s Slovenian organizations. 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ITALY 
AND SLOVENIA 

Within the frame of our study we went to Trieste and 
visited the Narodni Dom, meaning literally “people’s 
house”. 
In 1947, since Italy had lost WWII, Yugoslavia got 
its lands back together with some territories of 
undeniable Italian identity, and this caused mass-
displacements.  

Domenico Barbieri 

In 1980 the famous leader Tito died, and in June 
1990 the independence of Slovenia was 
proclaimed. 
In 2004 Slovenia entered the EU. 



CZECH REPUBLIC 



MODERN HISTORY OF CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

 
 

Giorgio Grasselli, Sante Immovilli 

Then, moving to the 2nd country we 
investigated, we speak about Czech 
Republic. For many centuries this country, 
bordered by Poland, Slovakia, Austria and 

Germany, played a  
 fundamental role in the 

history of central Europe. 

The geographical position 

in the hearth of the 

continent influenced the 

national spirit and culture 

that, infact, show marked 

Slavonic and German 

features. 



MODERN HISTORY OF CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

As we all know, after WWII the country was dominated by 
the Soviet Union, but in 1989 got its freedom back through 
the pacific “Velvet Revolution”. 
Nevertheless, given the ethnic tensions, on the 1st of Jan. 
1993 the two main parts – or regions – of the country were 
separated, generating two different states: Czech Republic 
on one side, and Slovakia on the other side. Czech 
Republic entered the EU on the 1st of May 2004. 
 

Giorgio Grasselli, Sante Immovilli 

Before WWII Czechoslovakia was one of the ten most 

industrialized countries of the world, and, until 1938, the 

only democratic country in Central Europe, even if 

characterized by ethnic conflicts. 

 



AN ENCOUNTER BETWEEN BLANSKO 
AND SCANDIANO 

We would like to tell you our first experience with 
some Czech people. 
Towards the mid 80’s, thank to an exchange 
organized by our Municipality – twinned with the 
town of Blansko – we hosted a couple of Czech 
persons in our house for one week. We got on well 
with them, they were kind, polite and very happy to 
be in Italy. 
From the beginning we notice their surprised 
attitude for many aspects of our everyday life, in 
particular for our standard 

Anna Cattani, Giuliano Aguzzoli 

of living. When we went to Blansko, I noticed they paid a lot of attention not to waste a single thing. I 
had always thought I was a person that paid a lot of attention to resources and energy saving, but after 
this cultural exchange I became more aware that it’s possible to live in a way that is even more essential 
but dignified and respectable at the same time. 
Our friendship lasted for years, and we kept in contact by phone. 
Before this experience I was unwilling to host foreign people, but now I’m happy I could take advantage 
of this opportunity that enriched me and broadened my horizons. 



MAGIC PRAGUE 

The legend says the capital was founded in 752 d. C. by 
Queen Libussa, a witch endowed with second sight, but 
the history of Prague was also marked by the alchemists, 
in particular those of Rudolf II’s court.  

Paola Mara Sala 

Astronomers, astrologers, artists and bizarre characters served the eclectic 
emperor and his obsessive quest: revolutionary formulas to turn lead into gold, the 
elixir of life, the philosopher's stone, the secrets of the stars, the contact with the 
afterlife and so on. 
However, under the reign of Rudolf II, Prague became a vibrant metropolis. Mad or 
not, the emperor had a brilliant mind and great “hunger” for culture. He promoted a 
level tolerance unusual for those times, that made possible the coexistence of 
different religions in the Empire. 

Prague is a marvelous city where many architectural wonders are located. 
Its historic center was declared World Heritage Site by UNESCO.  
But the Bohemian city is famous also for its “magic” features. 



THE HISTORY OF BOHEMIAN 
CRYSTAL I collected some information 

about one of the most well-
know elements of the Czech 
national heritage: the 
Bohemian crystal.  
The art of the master 
glassmakers of Bohemia is 
ancient and dates back to the 
XII cent., when some monks 
began to produce glass 
handmade objects blowing 
them with a reed, according to 
what would become the 
traditional local processing. 
 

Vincenza Leuzzi 

In the Bohemian forest there’s the so called “Road of glass” that connects the places related to this activity, 
such as glass factories, workplaces, shops, museums and so on. 

So it came that the 
glass art began, and 
during the Renaissance 
period, it influenced the 
nobles of the country, 
and it was particularly 
appreciated by the 
Habsburg Court. Then, 
the art of glass making 
was further developed 
and perfected, and it 
generated unique 
pieces of rare beauty. 

 



BELGIUM 



HISTORY OF BELGIUM 
The Kingdom of Belgium is a federal constitutional 
monarchy, and it’s composed of 3 regions 
(Brussels Capital, Flanders, Wallonie) and 3 
communities: French, Flemish and German, each 
one with extensive competencies, executive 
bodies and representatives. 
The country has been independent since 1830, 
and it was born because of a “compromise” that 
settled centuries-long disputes among the great 
European powers.  

Sohemia Barceló, Gino Valli 

During the centuries it proved to have a strong enterpreneurial 
spirit as well as to be able to keep up with the other countries. 
The discovery of rich deposits of coal in both the center and 
northern part of the country triggered a flow of foreign workers, 
especially Italians, who went to Belgium to work in the mines. 
Due to the extremely poor working conditions, most of them lost 
their lives, and these sad events were told in many books and 
movies. 



HISTORY OF BELGIUM 

Starting from the 70’s, the state 

has suffered the crisis of the 

mining industry. The government 

gave strong support to the 

national economy, but the 

industrial conversion was not 

“painless”, and this led to 

tensions in the relationship 

between the Flemish and 

Waloon part. 
 

Sohemia Barceló, Gino Valli 

As Belgium was one of the founders of the EEC, its European vocation was rewarded by the other 
member countries with the designation of its capital, Brussels, as seat of the governing bodies of the 
EU. 



OUTGOING BELGIUM 
The name “Brussels” comes from the words BROEK – meaning 
literally “pond” – and SEL – “inhabited area”. As Sohemia said, 
it’s the capital and represents all the 3 cultures, being a mixture 
of cultures, languages and traditions. 
Concerts, music, cultural events and gastronomy attract millions 
of visitors in the capital. Belgian chocolate is famous world-wide 
and also mussels with chips and eels are very tasty. And the 
beer?  

Ormea Colli 

It’s the better in the world! Brussels is one city with different 
“faces”, green spaces and old buildings, and it makes you feel at 
ease.  This attitude is proved by the fact 

that, despite the city’s prominent 
characters like the surrealist artist  
Magritte or the comic strips’ 
authors, its symbol is the so 
called “Manneken Pis”. 

 



for the kind attention! 
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