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1. What are phrasal verbs?
words consisting of a verb and a particle 
(preposition or adverb)
prepositions: in, on, from, for, into, up etc.
adverbs: ahead, away, back

the meaning of a phrasal verb is 
different  from the meaning of each 
word if it was considered separately
ex. The scientists carried out an experiment.

vs.
I carried out some chairs in the garden.
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exercise:
1. He suddenly showed up.
2. She walked past the supermarket.
3. I took the box in.
4. He called up his friends.
5. The boy fell off his bike.
6. Lucy carried out the chairs in the garden.
7. Just do as you’re told and do not answer back!
8. They always look back on their past.
9. Do you want me to cut out the ad from the 

newspaper?
10. My parents went through a very bad time during 

their divorce.
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2. types of phrasal verbs
1. intransitive phrasal verb (pv that does not 

take an object)
ex. We need to be careful and plan ahead.

2. transitive phrasal verbs (pv that takes an 
object)

a) separable

b) inseparable 

object can come either 
before the particle or after it

object must come before 
the particle

object must come after the 
particle
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Separable
A 

I chewed over the problem for a few days. or
I chewed the problem over for a few days. 
But if the object is a pronoun (him, her etc.), it 
always comes before the particle.
I chewed it over for a few days.

B
If I miss the meeting, I’ll feel I’ve let everybody down.
Not: let down everybody

Inseparable
I ran into an old friend yesterday.
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exercise:
1. I look forward to seeing you.
2. She looked the phone number up.
3. I’m afraid I’ve left out the most important part.
4. I’ll look into the problem as soon as I have time.
5. You must hand in your application by the 15th 

April.
6. I’m not going to put up with this much longer.
7. He suddenly showed up.
8. Could you send the letter away, please?
9. Turn on the radio, please!
10. As we are too exhausted to cook we decided to eat 

out.
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3. The most common PV
break
bring
call
come
cut 
get 
give
go
keep
look

make
pass
pick
pull
put
run
set
take
turn
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4.The phrasal verb “get”
out
off

over

through

together

up

across

out on
with

along

on

off

into

in

back

away
along 
with

get
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5.The phrasal verb “take”

after

off

back

away

out

to with

round

over

in

apart

down
on

take
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6.The particle “on”
consists of 3 main meanings:
the literal meaning of movement or place

I got on the train.
Put your shoes on.
I’ve been stuck on this exercise for 30 minutes.

continuing or progressing
I carried on hovering until my room was clean.
Keep on ringing her!

the idea of starting sth.
Switch on the TV, please!
Could you turn on the radio? I hate that silence.
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7.The particle “in”
meaning:
being inside or entering a container 
(containers can also be situations, 
circumstances or psychological/physical 
states)

Be patient. It’ll take a long time for the terrible news 
to sink in. (C= psyche, body)
Please drop in at any time. (C= house)
My last bag needs to fit in as well. (C= trunk)
We should have taken the motorway, now we my be 
jammed in for hours. (C= state/situation of being 

unable to move)
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8.Phrasal verbs in daily situations

to have a 
relationship

to end a 
relationship

´to get in touch

LOVE &
RELATIONSHIP

chat up
ask out
chase after
hit on
pair off
fall for

go out with
go together
settle down
shack up
get on
get along

fall out
drift apart
split up
break up
finish with
break off with
walk out
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other meanings

to end a call to wait for so. on 
the phone

to telephone so.
later

to telephone 
someone

ON THE 
TELEPHONE

call up call in

phone up phone in

ring up ring in

dial out get through

pick up the phone

hang up

ring off

put down the phone

get off the phone

hang on

hold on

call back

phone back

ring back

be cut off

put sb. through

ring around
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reading writing

exam

STUDENT
LIFE

brush up on sth

mug up

scrape through

swot up

read up on

turn over

dip into

read out

write out

note down

jot down

scribble down

fill in

fill out

sign up

15

9. Sources
Kieweg, Werner. (2000). Englische Verben sicher verwenden: Phrasal 
Verbs. Erklärungen-Beispiele-Übungen. Stuttgart: Manz Verlag.
Klein, Eberhardt. (1994). Living up the challenge of Phrasal Verbs: eine
didaktische und unterrichtsmethodologische Analyse von 
Verb+Partikel-Kombinationen im Englischen. Duisburg: L.A.U.D.
Mc Carthy, Michael. (2004). English Phrasal Verbs in Use. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.
O’Connell, Sue. (1999). Focus on advanced English. C.A.E. Essex: 
Longman.
Pocket Phrasal Verbs Dictionary. (2001). Essex: Longman.
Rudzka-Ostyn, Brygida. (2003). Word Power: Phrasal Verbs and 
Compounds. A Cognitive Approach. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

English Page. Phrasal Verb Dictionary. 05.07.2005 
<http://www.englishpage.com/prepositions/phrasaldictionary.html>
Self-Study Idiom Quizzes (ESL, EFL). Phrasal Verbs & Expressions.  
05.07.2006 <http://a4esl.org/q/h/idioms.html>


