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•• IntroductionIntroduction to  to contrastivecontrastive  linguisticslinguistics
1.1. 1.1. HistoricalHistorical  developmentdevelopment

nn 1950‘s: 1950‘s: basedbased on  on structuralismstructuralism
nn To To makemake  foreignforeign  languagelanguage  teachingteaching  moremore

effectiveeffective
nn BasedBased on  on thethe  assumptionsassumptions  thatthat::

nn ForeignForeign  languagelanguage  learninglearning  isis  basedbased on  on thethe  mothermother
tonguetongue

nn Positive Positive transfertransfer: : similaritiessimilarities  facilitatefacilitate  learninglearning
nn Negative Negative transfertransfer//InterferenceInterference: : differencesdifferences cause cause

problemsproblems
nn Via Via contrastivecontrastive  analysisanalysis: : problemsproblems  cancan  bebe  predictedpredicted

and and consideredconsidered in  in thethe  curriculumcurriculum

nn CL CL seenseen as an  as an appliedapplied  branchbranch of  of linguisticslinguistics
nn ServingServing  practicalpractical  purposespurposes in  in foreignforeign and second and second

languagelanguage  teachingteaching
nn ExpectationsExpectations  werewere  notnot  metmet
nn InterestInterest in CL  in CL declineddeclined ( (especiallyespecially in  in thethe US) US)
nn In Europe, In Europe, interestinterest  continuedcontinued; large ; large contrastivecontrastive  projectsprojects

in in thethe 1970s 1970s
nn sincesince 1990s  1990s corpus-basedcorpus-based
nn Expanding Expanding fieldfield; ; theoreticaltheoretical and  and methodologicalmethodological  interestinterest
nn InternationalisationInternationalisation  increasinglyincreasingly  demandsdemands  cross-culturalcross-cultural

competencecompetence, , translationtranslation, , foreignforeign  languagelanguage  teachingteaching etc. etc.

Language pedagogy

Translation theory

Language typology

Language description

Language universals
Intercultural 

communication

1.2. 1.2. MethodologicalMethodological  stepssteps in CL in CL

nn 1. 1. DescriptionDescription::
nn SelectionSelection of  of itemsitems to  to bebe  comparedcompared
nn CharacterisationCharacterisation of  of itemsitems in  in termsterms of  of somesome  languagelanguage

independent independent theoreticaltheoretical  modelmodel
nn 2. 2. JuxtapositionJuxtaposition

nn SearchSearch  forfor and  and identificationidentification of  of cross-linguisticcross-linguistic
equivalentsequivalents

nn 3. 3. ComparisonComparison::
nn SpecificationSpecification of  of degreedegree and  and typetype of  of correspondencecorrespondence

betweenbetween  comparedcompared  itemsitems

1.3. Problems1.3. Problems

nn TertiumTertium  ComparationisComparationis::
nn LgLg a and  a and LgLg b  b differdiffer in  in structurestructure
nn translationtranslation  equivalenceequivalence::

meaningmeaning‘ of ‘ of structurestructure a >  a > structurestructure b b
nn meaningmeaning  structurestructure a =  a = meaningmeaning  structurestructure b? b?

nn Das gefällt mirDas gefällt mir
nn I I likelike  thisthis
nn CelaCela  meme  plaitplait /  / J‘aimeJ‘aime  celacela

ØØ gefallen = to gefallen = to likelike =  = plaireplaire =  = aimeraimer…?…?
ØØ SimilarSimilar: : PresentPresent  PerfectPerfect vs. Perfekt vs. passé  vs. Perfekt vs. passé composécomposé

nn norm, norm, standardstandard ? ?
nn languagelanguage independent  independent modelmodel??
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nn PredictabilityPredictability
nn L1-based L1-based errorserrors vs. non-L1-based  vs. non-L1-based errorserrors

nn ComplexityComplexity of  of languagelanguage  systemssystems
nn Analysis of Analysis of subsystemssubsystems

nn DifferencesDifferences vs.  vs. similaritiessimilarities
nn ImportanceImportance of  of crosslinguisticscrosslinguistics  similaritiessimilarities

nn Langue vs. Langue vs. paroleparole
nn StaticStatic  viewview on  on languagelanguage
nn ContextContext
nn Levels of Levels of linguisticlinguistic  descriptiondescription in  in theorytheory and and

practicepractice

1.4. Levels of 1.4. Levels of descriptiondescription

nn PhonologyPhonology
nn Morpho-Syntax / GrammarMorpho-Syntax / Grammar
nn LexisLexis

nn PragmaticsPragmatics
nn Text/Text/DiscourseDiscourse
nn ‚‚CultureCulture‘‘

1.5. 1.5. TerminologyTerminology

nn ContrastiveContrastive Analysis Analysis
nn Transfer: positive and negativeTransfer: positive and negative
nn InterferenceInterference
nn HypercorrectionHypercorrection
nn Error Analysis <> Error Analysis <> predictingpredicting  errorserrors

2. 2. TenseTense
2.0. 2.0. IssuesIssues

conglomerateconglomerate  tensetense &  & aspectaspect &  & aktionsartaktionsart::
nn DifficultDifficult  categoriescategories
nn TerminologicalTerminological and  and conceptualconceptual  confusionconfusion
nn Joan was Joan was singingsinging vs. John  vs. John isis  singingsinging::

TENSETENSE
nn Joan was Joan was singingsinging vs. John sang: ASPECT vs. John sang: ASPECT

2.0.1. Time 2.0.1. Time conceptsconcepts and  and languagelanguage

nn ConceptualisationConceptualisation of time of time
nn Culture-specificCulture-specific
nn Time Time arrowarrow /  / straightstraight time  time lineline vs.  vs. cyclecycle
nn Impact on Impact on oror  relevancerelevance  forfor  grammaticalgrammatical

categoriescategories??
nn All human All human languageslanguages  havehave  waysways of of

locatinglocating in time in time

RepresentationRepresentation of time of time

PAST FUTUREPRESENT

Present moment
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RepresentationsRepresentations of  of situationssituations

Situations: Processes
Events
States

A B C D

E

G

F

H

I

Cf. Comrie 1985: 6

• Location of situations  in relation
to some other point or segment of
line

• Internal temporal contour of a
situation: point on the line vs.
stretch of the time line

2.0.2. 2.0.2. ExpressionsExpressions of time of time

nn ExpressionsExpressions  cancan  bebe  divideddivided  intointo  threethree  classesclasses::
nn LexicallyLexically  compositecomposite  expressionsexpressions

nn LargestLargest  setset, , potentiallypotentially infinite infinite
nn Last Last yearyear, , fivefive  minutesminutes  afterafter J.  J. leftleft……

nn LexicalLexical  itemsitems
nn Finite Finite setset
nn NowNow, , todaytoday, , yesterdayyesterday, …, …

nn GrammaticalGrammatical  categoriescategories: TENSES: TENSES
nn Finite Finite setset
nn PresentPresent, , pastpast, …, …

2.0.3. 2.0.3. GrammaticalisationGrammaticalisation vs.  vs. lexicalisationlexicalisation

nn GrammaticalisationGrammaticalisation::
nn Integration Integration intointo  thethe  grammaticalgrammatical  systemsystem of  a  of  a languagelanguage
nn ObligatoryObligatory  expressionexpression
nn MorphologicalMorphological  boundnessboundness
nn Joan Joan runsruns vs. Joan ran vs. Joan ran

nn LexicalisationLexicalisation::
nn Integration Integration intointo  thethe  lexiconlexicon of a  of a languagelanguage  withoutwithout  effecteffect on  on thethe

grammaticalgrammatical  structurestructure
nn Non-obligatoryNon-obligatory
nn Free Free lexicallexical  itemsitems
nn NowNow, , yesterdayyesterday……

nn BorderlineBorderline  casescases, ‚, ‚continuumcontinuum‘:‘:
nn Auxiliaries, Auxiliaries, preverbalpreverbal  markersmarkers……
nn DiachronicDiachronic  developmentsdevelopments

2.1. 2.1. ApproachesApproaches to  to tensetense
2.1.1. 2.1.1. DefinitionsDefinitions

nn „„TenseTense  relatesrelates  thethe time of  time of thethe  situationsituation
referredreferred to  to toto  somesome  otherother time,  time, ususallyususally  thethe
momentmoment of  of speakingspeaking.“ (.“ (ComrieComrie))

nn GrammaticalisedGrammaticalised  locationlocation in time in time
nn CommonestCommonest  tensestenses  cross-linguisticallycross-linguistically::

nn PresentPresent: : situationsituation  describeddescribed  isis  locatedlocated  temporallytemporally as as
simultaneoussimultaneous  withwith  thethe  momentmoment of  of speakingspeaking

nn PastPast: : situationsituation  describeddescribed  isis  locatedlocated  priorprior to  to thethe
momentmoment of  of speakingspeaking

nn FutureFuture: : situationsituation  describeddescribed  isis  locatedlocated  subsequentsubsequent to to
thethe  momentmoment of  of speakingspeaking

nn TenseTense  isis  almostalmost  alwaysalways  indicatedindicated on  on thethe
verbverb
nn Verb Verb morphologymorphology
nn GrammaticalGrammatical  wordswords ( (e.ge.g. . auxiliariesauxiliaries) ) adjacentadjacent to to

thethe  verbverb
nn TenseTense  isis a  a deicticdeictic  systemsystem
nn DeicticDeictic  centrecentre ( (usuallyusually  presentpresent  momentmoment of of

speakingspeaking  butbut  cfcf. . belowbelow  forfor relative  relative tensestenses))

2.1.2. Absolute 2.1.2. Absolute tensestenses vs. relative  vs. relative tensestenses

nn Absolute Absolute tensestenses  relaterelate  thethe time of  time of thethe  situationsituation
describeddescribed to  to thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment, , i.ei.e. . presentpresent
momentmoment =  = deicticdeictic  centrecentre
nn E.gE.g.: Finite .: Finite verbverb  formsforms in English in English

nn Relative Relative tensestenses  relaterelate  thethe time of a  time of a situationsituation to  to thethe
time of time of somesome  otherother  situationsituation
nn E.gE.g.: .: Non-finiteNon-finite  verbverb  formsforms in English in English

nn WhenWhen  walkingwalking  down   down thethe  roadroad, …., ….
nn … I … I oftenoften  meetmeet Harry Harry
nn … I … I oftenoften  metmet Harry Harry

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


4

2.2. 2.2. PresentPresent  tensetense
nn Absolute Absolute tensetense
nn Basic Basic meaningmeaning: : locationlocation of a  of a situationsituation at  at thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment

((cfcf. . diagramdiagram))
nn 100% 100% simultaneitysimultaneity rare rare

nn Performative Performative sentencessentences::
nn I I promisepromise  youyou……
nn I I namename  thisthis  shipship

nn SimultaneousSimultaneous  reportsreports
nn UsuallyUsually: : PresentPresent  tensetense  usedused to  to referrefer to  to situationssituations  whichwhich

occupyoccupy a  a muchmuch  longerlonger  periodperiod of time  of time thanthan  thethe  presentpresent
momentmoment, , butbut  whichwhich  includeinclude  thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment
nn TheThe Eiffel Tower  Eiffel Tower standsstands in Paris in Paris
nn TheThe  authorauthor  isis  workingworking on  on chapterchapter  twotwo

nn ImplicatureImplicature: : whetherwhether a  a situationsituation  isis  partpart of a larger  of a larger situationsituation
extendingextending to  to thethe  pastpast  oror  futurefuture  isis an  an implicatureimplicature  thatthat  isis  workedworked
out on out on thethe  basisbasis of  of thethe  contextcontext, , structurestructure of  of thethe  sentencesentence
and/and/oror  one‘sone‘s  knowledgeknowledge of  of thethe  worldworld

nn ManyMany  languageslanguages  useuse  thethe  presentpresent  tensetense to  to referrefer to to
habitualhabitual  situationssituations
nn Joan Joan goesgoes to  to workwork at  at eighteight  o‘clocko‘clock ( (everyevery  dayday))
nn Johanna steht (jeden Tag) um sieben Uhr auf.Johanna steht (jeden Tag) um sieben Uhr auf.

nn ContradictionContradiction to  to definitiondefinition of  of basicbasic  meaningmeaning??
nn ReferenceReference to a  to a habithabit and  and notnot to a  to a sequencesequence of  of situationssituations
nn TheThe  habithabit  doesdoes hold at  hold at thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment
nn Habituality also Habituality also aspectualaspectual ( (seesee  belowbelow))

nn PresentPresent  tensetense = universal  = universal tensetense??
nn CowsCows  eateat  grassgrass
nn Interpretation of universal Interpretation of universal truthtruth on  on thethe  basisbasis of  of factorsfactors

beyondbeyond  thethe  basicbasic  meaningmeaning of  of presentpresent  tensetense => =>
implicatureimplicature

2.3. 2.3. PastPast  tensetense

nn Absolute Absolute tensetense
nn Basic Basic meaningmeaning: : locationlocation of a  of a situationsituation in time  in time priorprior

to to thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment
nn Situation Situation maymay  occupyoccupy

nn a a singlesingle point point
nn At At sevenseven  o‘clocko‘clock  yesterdayyesterday J.  J. promisedpromised to  to givegive  meme ten  ten poundspounds

nn an an extendedextended time  time periodperiod  priorprior to  to thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment
nn J. J. livedlived in Manchester  in Manchester fromfrom 1962 to 1982 1962 to 1982

nn   oror  thethe  wholewhole  periodperiod up to  up to thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment
nn Up to Up to thisthis  momentmoment  thisthis  diseasedisease was  was incurableincurable

nn Basic Basic meaningmeaning  doesdoes  notnot  includeinclude  anyany  referencereference to to
whetherwhether  thethe  situationsituation  continuescontinues to  to thethe  presentpresent  oror
eveneven  intointo  thethe  futurefuture!!

nn ConversationalConversational  implicatureimplicature  thatthat  pastpast  tensetense  doesdoes
notnot  continuecontinue to  to oror  beyondbeyond  thethe  presentpresent

2.4. Future 2.4. Future tensetense
nn Absolute Absolute tensetense
nn Basic Basic meaningmeaning: : locationlocation of a  of a situationsituation at a time at a time

subsequentsubsequent to  to thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment
nn TenseTense  oror  moodmood??

nn MoodMood: a : a grammaticalgrammatical  categorycategory  whichwhich  expressesexpresses  thethe  degreedegree  oror  kindkind
of of realityreality as  as perceivedperceived  byby  thethe  speakerspeaker

nn SpeculativeSpeculative
nn PredictionPrediction
nn RealisRealis vs.  vs. irrealisirrealis

nn ManyMany  languageslanguages  havehave a  a clearclear  grammaticalgrammatical
distinctiondistinction  betweenbetween  pastpast and  and non-pastnon-past ( (i.ei.e. . presentpresent
and and futurefuture time  time referencereference))

nn DistinctionDistinction  betweenbetween  futurefuture and  and non-futurenon-future  isis  lessless
distinctdistinct; in ; in particularparticular  betweenbetween  futurefuture and  and presentpresent

nn In In manymany  languageslanguages, , presentpresent  tensetense  thethe normal  normal verbverb
form form usedused to  to indicateindicate  futurefuture (German,  (German, FinnishFinnish):):

nn German:German:
nn ich gehe morgen … vs. ich werde morgen gehenich gehe morgen … vs. ich werde morgen gehen

nn Also Also possiblepossible in English  in English forfor  scheduledscheduled  situationssituations::
nn TheThe  traintrain  leavesleaves  tomorrowtomorrow
nn **ItIt  rainsrains  tomorrowtomorrow

nn BinaryBinary  tensetense  systemssystems
nn Future vs. Future vs. non-futurenon-future
nn PastPast vs.  vs. non-pastnon-past

nn PresentPresent  tensetense  cancan  alwaysalways  bebe  usedused  withwith  futurefuture time  time referencereference
((FinnishFinnish, German), German)

nn SevereSevere  constraintsconstraints on  on thethe  useuse of  of presentpresent  tensetense to  to referrefer to time to time
(English(English))

2.5. 2.5. Absolute-relativeAbsolute-relative  tensetense

nn SomeSome  verbverb  formsforms  cancan  combinecombine absolute time absolute time
locationlocation of a  of a referencereference point  point withwith relative time relative time
locationlocation of a  of a situationsituation

nn As As withwith pure relative  pure relative tensetense, , thethe  referencereference point  point isis
givengiven  byby  thethe  contextcontext

nn ExampleExample: : English English PluperfectPluperfect
nn MeaningMeaning: : therethere  isis a  a referencereference point in  point in thethe  pastpast

((beforebefore  thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment) and ) and thethe  situationsituation
referredreferred to  to isis  locatedlocated  priorprior to  to thatthat  referencereference point; point;
establishmentestablishment of  of thethe  referencereference point  point isis  donedone  byby  thethe
contextcontext
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John had already left when Mary emerged from the cupboard

Reference pointSituation located prior to:

nn Interpretation as ‚Interpretation as ‚remoteremote  pastpast‘ ‘ isis an an
implicatureimplicature
nn Temporal Temporal locationlocation  doesdoes  notnot  havehave to  to bebe  remoteremote

nn ThisThis  particleparticle  hadhad  beenbeen  createdcreated 2  2 secondsseconds  beforebefore  thisthis
otherother  particleparticle was  was createdcreated 1 second  1 second agoago..

nn InterveningIntervening  referencereference point  point isis  alwaysalways  necessarynecessary
nn **TheyThey  hadhad  builtbuilt  thethe Great Wall of China. Great Wall of China.

nn SimilarSimilar: : Future Future perfectperfect
nn ReferenceReference point  point isis in  in thethe  futurefuture ( (anterioranterior to to

presentpresent  momentmoment))

I will have finished this term paper by the end of this week.

Reference pointSituation located prior to:

2.6. 2.6. PerfectPerfect

nn Formal Formal similaritiessimilarities  betweenbetween  perfectperfect and  and absolute-absolute-
relativerelative  tensestenses

nn LocationLocation in time  in time priorprior to a  to a referencereference point  point whichwhich in in
thisthis  casecase  isis  simultaneoussimultaneous  withwith  thethe  presentpresent  momentmoment

nn ThusThus: : locateslocates a  a situationsituation  priorprior to  to thethe  presentpresent
momentmoment =  = pastpast  tensetense

nn PerfectPerfect  differsdiffers  fromfrom  pastpast  butbut  notnot  withwith  regardregard to to
time time locationlocation

nn PerfectPerfect in English  in English cannotcannot  collocatecollocate  withwith time time
adverbialsadverbials  whichwhich  referrefer to a  to a specificspecific point  point oror  periodperiod
in in thethe  pastpast ( (≠≠pastpast and ≠ and ≠pluperfectpluperfect and  and futurefuture
perfectperfect))

nn ParticularityParticularity of  of thethe English  English languagelanguage  indicatesindicates  thatthat
perfectperfect  constitutesconstitutes a  a categorycategory apart  apart fromfrom  pastpast and and
fromfrom  absolute-relativeabsolute-relative  tensestenses

nn Also: Also: cross-linguisticallycross-linguistically  somesome  languageslanguages  maymay
havehave a  a distinctdistinct  perfectperfect  categorycategory  whilewhile  lackinglacking a a
pluperfectpluperfect  oror  futurefuture  perfectperfect

nn DiachronicDiachronic  changeschanges  affectingaffecting  thethe  perfectperfect  maymay  havehave
no no repercussionsrepercussions on  on thethe  pluperfectpluperfect and  and futurefuture
perfectperfect
nn German and French: German and French: perfectperfect  takestakes  overover  functionsfunctions

originallyoriginally  coveredcovered  byby  pastpast  tensetense  butbut  pluperfectpluperfect and  and futurefuture
perfectperfect  remainremain

nn FrequentFrequent  implicatureimplicature: : moremore  recentrecent time  time referencereference

3. 3. AspectAspect
3.1. 3.1. ApproachesApproaches
nn „„AspectsAspects  areare different  different waysways of  of viewingviewing  thethe

internalinternal temporal  temporal constituencyconstituency of a of a
situationsituation.“ (.“ (ComrieComrie 1976:3) 1976:3)

nn CharacterisationCharacterisation of  of thethe  internalinternal  structurestructure of of
an an eventevent
nn Sue was Sue was readingreading  whenwhen I  I enteredentered..
nn Suzanne Suzanne lisaitlisait  quantquant  j‘entraij‘entrai..

nn Background vs. Background vs. eventevent
nn No No referencereference to  to thethe  beginningbeginning  oror  thethe end vs. end vs.

presentationpresentation of  of totalitytotality of  of thethe  situationsituation
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Suzanne was reading when I entered

3.2. 3.2. PerfectivePerfective vs.  vs. imperfectiveimperfective

nn AspectAspect  insistsinsists on  on oppositionsoppositions; ; forfor  exampleexample::
nn PerfectivePerfective  aspectaspect: : lookslooks at  at thethe  situationsituation  fromfrom  thethe

outsideoutside, , withoutwithout  distinguishingdistinguishing  anyany of  of thethe  internalinternal
structurestructure of  of thethe  situationsituation
nn ExternalExternal  focusfocus

nn ImperfectiveImperfective  aspectaspect: : lookslooks at  at thethe  situationsituation  fromfrom
thethe  insideinside, , isis  cruciallycrucially  concernedconcerned  withwith  thethe  internalinternal
structurestructure of  of thethe  situationsituation; ; cancan  looklook  backwardsbackwards
towardstowards  thethe start,  start, oror  looklook  forwardforward to  to thethe end of end of
thethe  situationsituation
nn InternalInternal  focusfocus

time

Situation
change

Situation
change

boundary boundary

Situation

beginning endingduration

3.3. 3.3. ClassificationClassification of  of aspectualaspectual
oppositionsoppositions

Perfective Imperfective

Habitual Continuous

Nonprogressive Progressive

Cf. Comrie (1976: 25)

Joan used to work here
Joan worked here

Joan was working

Joan worked here

The Eifel Tower stands in Paris

nn ‚‚AspectAspect‘ ‘ isis  oftenoften  usedused to  to referrefer  lexicallexical  realisationsrealisations of  of thisthis
semanticsemantic  categorycategory as well as to  as well as to grammaticalgrammatical  categoriescategories
correspondingcorresponding to  to thisthis  semanticsemantic  distinctiondistinction

nn Not all Not all aspectualaspectual  distinctionsdistinctions  areare  expressedexpressed  oror
grammaticalised in all grammaticalised in all languageslanguages
nn ExampleExample: English : English isis  saidsaid to lack  to lack thethe  oppositionopposition  perfectiveperfective vs. vs.

imperfectiveimperfective
nn DistinctionDistinction progressive vs.  progressive vs. non-progressivenon-progressive  realisedrealised  withinwithin a  a limitedlimited

setset of  of verbsverbs ( (i.ei.e. . non-stativenon-stative), and ), and onlyonly  ifif  habitualhabitual  meaningmeaning  isis
excludedexcluded

nn ExampleExample: German : German basicallybasically  lackslacks a  a grammaticalgrammatical  realisationrealisation of of
aspectaspect

nn SheShe  readread  thethe  bookbook > Sie las das Buch > Sie las das Buch
nn SheShe was  was readingreading  thethe  bookbook > Sie las im Buch > Sie las im Buch

3.4. 3.4. MeaningMeaning and form and form nn LexicalisationLexicalisation
nn GermanGerman

nn gerade, im Buchgerade, im Buch

nn InflectionInflection
nn SpanishSpanish

nn leyóleyó vs.  vs. leíaleía

nn PeriphrasisPeriphrasis
nn EnglishEnglish

nn sheshe was  was readingreading

nn VeryVery  oftenoften  combinationcombination of  of aspectaspect and  and tensetense::
nn SpanishSpanish  leíaleía  combinescombines  imperfectiveimperfective  meaningmeaning  withwith

pastpast time  time referencereference
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3.5. 3.5. PerfectPerfect

nn Different Different typetype of  of aspectaspect
nn No No informationinformation  aboutabout  thethe  internalinternal temporal temporal

constitutionconstitution of a  of a situationsituation
nn ReferenceReference to a  to a pastpast  situationsituation  whichwhich has has

presentpresent  relevancerelevance
nn IndicationIndication of  of continuingcontinuing  presentpresent  relevanerelevane

of a of a pastpast  situationsituation

4. Aktionsart4. Aktionsart
4.1. 4.1. ApproachesApproaches

nn 1. A 1. A distinctiondistinction of  of aspectaspect  whichwhich  isis  expressedexpressed
lexicallylexically, , ratherrather  thanthan  grammaticallygrammatically: : eateat, , nibblenibble,,
devourdevour..

nn 2. A 2. A distinctiondistinction of  of aspectaspect  whichwhich  isis  expressedexpressed  byby
derivationalderivational  morphologymorphology ( (e.ge.g. . RussianRussian).).

((TraskTrask, , DictionaryDictionary of  of GrammaticalGrammatical Terms in Terms in
LinguisticsLinguistics))

a a situationsituation  maymay  bebe  eithereither  staticstatic  oror  dynamicdynamic,,
punctualpunctual  oror  durativedurative

normallynormally  expressedexpressed in  in thethe  lexicallexical  meaningmeaning of  of thethe
verbverb and  and itsits  argumentsarguments

ExamplesExamples

beginning ending

Der Baum erblüht Der Baum blüht Der Baum verblüht

ingressive progressive egressive

6.2. Aktionsart 6.2. Aktionsart categoriescategories

nn Best Best knownknown  verbverb  categorisationcategorisation  byby  ZenoZeno
VendlerVendler (1967) (1967)

nn StatesStates: : lovelove, , hatehate
nn ActivitiesActivities: : runrun, walk, walk
nn AccomplishmentsAccomplishments: : runrun a  a milemile, , readread a  a bookbook
nn AchievementsAchievements: : winwin a  a racerace, , recognizerecognize

nn TelicTelic vs.  vs. atelicatelic
nn Joan Joan isis  singingsinging vs. Joan  vs. Joan isis  singingsinging a  a songsong
nn Joan sang vs. Joan Joan sang vs. Joan sungsung a  a songsong..
nn WhenWhen I  I crossedcrossed  thethe  bridgebridge, a man , a man drowneddrowned..
nn WhenWhen I  I crossedcrossed  thethe  bridgebridge, a man was, a man was

drowningdrowning..
nn essen vs. aufessenessen vs. aufessen
nn kämpfen vs. erkämpfenkämpfen vs. erkämpfen

nn PunctualPunctual
nn He was He was coughingcoughing
nn also: also: flashflash
nn reachreach: *Joan : *Joan isis  reachingreaching  thethe  summitsummit
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