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Open Letter — Letter of Protest

Dea Dr. Spellman:

Lag year, EdrHunt published m article on internationaifferences in intelligene in

Per spectives on Psychological Science. Hunt's artick reviewedhe cause and consequenseof
internation&differences in cognitve ability, problers measurig internationhdifferences in
cognitive ability, andhe relevane d such difference to modern society.

Robet Sternbeg (2013 provided a commentgron Hunts (2012) article, and Sternberg's
commentay is the foas d our letter.

We welcone commentar&and vigoous deba in scienceand Sternberg’'includes some
important observatins dout he construcwe labé as intelligence. Unfortunately, Sternberg’'s
commentay also attribute personlavalue judgmerd and motive to Hint tha have no bas in
Hunt’s actuastatementsand dos so in a manmenot appropria to scientift discourse, never
mind unfar to Hunt personally. Below, & provde thre exampls of sut claims, each based on
a quoe from Sternberg article, and prode brid rebuttak to each claim.

(1) “Some of he countrie tody tha are congratulatedyoHunt a high n IQ are repressive
dictatorshps (disguisd as self-labeled ‘democracie$(p. 188).
Hunt neve “congratulatd” countries with high 1Qs. Ths tem disparage Hunt's motives.

(2) “The narrav intelligene d which Hunt is so proud h&provided us withie meas to
obliterak our own species, haydh complimat to the wislom of he specis and perhas not to
its intelligene either’ (p. 188).

Hunt neve said e is “proud” of narrow intelligence Again, ths disparage Hunt's motives.

(3) “Hunt admire the Spaniards, o conqueredtte Inca and Aztecs with ther superior
‘cognitive artifacts” (p. 188).

Hunt neve said te “admire$ any peopk or cultue who conquered othgpeopk from other
cultures, anotlredisparagig remark.

Sternbergs commert attribue valie judgmerd and motive to Hiunt thd he did not st&t and do
S0 in a mannetha leaves a disparagimimpression of him. 8t Sternbegy make a moe serious
charge when he saytha peopé decde wha they want to beliew and then lookdr ways to


mailto:spellman@virginia.edu

justify their beliefs, clearly implying that this was the motivation for Hunt’s article. There is
simply no basis for such an aspersion (and if there were, Sternberg’s comments themselves
would hardly be immune).

Sternberg reminds us that measured intelligence can be used in many ways, some of which many
would not consider ‘good’. This is important, but does not detract from the validity of the
generalizations in Hunt's article. For example, although some countries with high-ability
populations may have repressive dictatorships (as Sternberg implies), the citizens of higher

ability nations generally experience greater freedom and democracy. Similarly, although some
countries with high-ability populations may use intelligence for destructive purposes (as

Sternberg implies), high-ability nations generally have less crime, better health, and greater
educational opportunities.

We strongly support vigorous debate based on arguments and welcome different perspectives in
commentaries, which can lead to progress and understanding in science. Unfortunately, by
misattributing claims to Hunt in a manner disparaging to him personally, Sternberg’s
commentary is at odds with rational-argumentative and ethical standards of discussion in science
and mires scientific inquiry in calumny.

We hope that future commentaries will avoid innuendo and unsubstantiated allegations.

Best regards,

Thomas Coyle, University of Texas at San Antonio, United Statemnfas.Coyle@utsa.epu
Wendy Johnson, University of EdinburdhiK (wjohnson@staffmail.ed.ac.uk)

Heiner Rindermann, Chemnitz University of Technology, Germany
(heiner.rindermann@psychologie.tu-chemnitz.de)
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